
 TLC—Total Lifelong Catechesis 

Home Kit 
Egypt & Exodus, Desert Wanderings—WEEK 3 

Everybody needs a little TLC! 

Before you Begin: 
Set table with a religious article (a crucifix, statue of Jesus or Mary, and/or a candle are 
examples).  Be prepared with Bible, Catechism, Children’s Folders (Textbook and     
Assignments), and supplies of pencil, or pen. 

Start with Family Prayer 
Merry Christmas!   
 
Now we enter the time called ‘Desert Wanderings” and is the color tan for the 
color of the dessert (see your Bible Timeline Chart). 
 
Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt crossing the Red Sea and they found them-
selves in a large wilderness.  The people began to worry and complain because 
there was no food.  But the Lord spoke to Moses, and Moses reminded the people 
to trust God.  During their journey God provided manna (bread from heaven) for 
them to eat.  Today, God supplies us with the daily bread of the Eucharist.  God 
promised to lead the Israelites to a new land, full of milk and honey and all good 
things—to the Promised Land.   
 
Though the people said they would follow God, they became afraid when Moses 
stayed on Mt. Sinai for forty days receiving the Tem Commandments from God.  
The people decided to build an idol and worship it.  Moses came down from the 
mountain and broke the tablets of stone as a sign the people had broken their 
promise to God.  Because of the rebellion of the Israelites the people wandered in 
the desert for forty years.   
 
 
Discussion with your Family: 
Do you trust God to provide for your needs?  Can you trust God with everything? 
 
Every family has to have rules.  God gave us the Ten Commandments to follow as 
the family rules.  Can you name the Ten Commandments?  What are some other 
rules your family follows? 



+ ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS + 
Lessons in holiness from the pro’s who have gone before us 

 
 
 

Saint Stephen 
 
Feast Day: December 26 
 
One of the first deacons of the Church was a man named Stephen, a man filled with the  Holy 
Spirit and with faith. Besides his job of overseeing the distribution of the poor, he also 
preached. A group of Jewish Hellenists strongly resented Stephen’s preaching of salvation 
through Jesus. The situation became so tense that they found witnesses to falsely testify that 
Stephen had committed blasphemy. 

Stephen was arrested and brought to the court. The odds were 
against him and Jesus said, “When they hand you over, do not 
worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for 
what you to say will be given to you in that hour; for it not 
you who speak, but the Spirit of your father speaking through 
you (Mathew 10:19–20). Stephen knew he would be helped 
by the Holy Spirit, and he wasn’t afraid. 

When Stephen testified in court, he made two major points. 
First he believed that God could be found everywhere, not just 
in a single place like temple or a single person like Abraham. 
Second he demonstrated how from the beginning, the          
Israelites had consistently rejected God’s messengers, 
prophet’s, and chosen servants. And now they rejected and 
killed God’s Son who had been sent to them. 

Those who had been listening to Stephen were blinded by   
anger so strong that they didn’t even wait for normal court 
proceedings. They rushed toward him, dragged him out of 
town, and stoned him. Stephen was the first person killed for 
Christ. His last words were “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them” (Acts 7:60). 
 
 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-stephen 



GOSPEL READING 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 24, 2017 

Luke 1:26-38 
 

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed 
to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin's name was Mary. And coming to 
her, he said, "Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you." But she was greatly troubled at what 
was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, "Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
 
"Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He 
will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the 
throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end." But Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I have no relations 
with a man?" And the angel said to her in reply, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called   
holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old 
age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible 
for God." Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according 
to your word." Then the angel departed from her.  
  
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/122417.cfm 

Family Connection 

One of the challenges of faith is to recognize God’s plan for us and to remain open to God’s 
will and God’s actions in our world. Filled with God’s grace, Mary models for us the kind of 
faith that is needed to cooperate in God’s plan of salvation. Like Mary, we are given the      
awesome opportunity to cooperate in God’s saving plan. On this final Sunday of Advent, our 
Gospel invites us to consider how our preparations for Christmas have made us more aware of 
God’s grace working in our lives. 

Gather together your family and talk about what you have been doing as a family to prepare for 
Christmas. How have these preparations helped you to better celebrate the central mystery of 
Christmas, the Incarnation? Our Gospel today talks about how Mary was prepared for her role 
in Christ’s birth. Read today’s Gospel, Luke 1:26-38. Consider the question: What enabled 
Mary to say yes to God? Which of your Advent activities have made you more aware of God’s 
grace in your life? Conclude in prayer together that God’s grace will enable your family to be 
more faithful and obedient to God. Pray together the Magnificat. 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-of-advent-cycle-b
-sunday-connection 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-honoring-mary/magnificat


GOSPEL READING 
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

December 31, 2017 

Luke 2:22-40 
 
When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses, They took him up to          
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord,  Every male that opens the womb 
shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in      
accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord. 
 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
should not see death  before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when 
the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to him, He took him into his arms 
and blessed God, saying: "Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my 
eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and glory for your people Israel." The child's father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; and 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in 
Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be contradicted —and you yourself a sword will pierce—so that the thoughts of many 
hearts may be revealed." There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was advanced in years,  having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage, and then as a widow until 
she was eighty-four. She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. And coming 
forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the          
redemption of Jerusalem.  
 
When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.  

 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/123117.cfm 

Family Connection 

Today’s celebration of the Feast of the Holy Family highlights the importance of family in our 
religious life. We know that Mary and Joseph’s faithfulness to God enabled them to cooperate 
in God’s plan for our salvation by accepting the responsibility to raise God’s Son, Jesus. From 
his parents, Jesus learned how to be a faithful believer in his Jewish tradition. Simeon’s    
prophecy about Mary’s sorrow alerts us to the importance of a family’s commitment to one  
another, a commitment that is expressed in both good times and bad. 

Gather as a family and recall times when your family showed its commitment to one another in 
good times and in bad. Recall times when your immediate family was supported by members of 
your extended family. Note that today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family, and we see in 
the family of Jesus an example for our own family life. Read together today’s Gospel, Luke 
2:22-40. Joseph and Mary expressed their faithfulness to God through their observance of the 
Law of Moses. Simeon prophesied the grief that Mary would experience at the foot of Jesus’ 
cross. One of the blessings of family life is our commitment to one another, sharing good times 
and supporting one another through difficult times. Conclude in prayer together thanking God 
for the grace expressed in your family’s commitment to another. Write a prayer together,  
thanking God for your family life and asking God to strengthen your family’s commitment to 
one another. Pray this prayer together. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/holy-family-of-jesus-mary-and-
joseph-b-sunday-connect 



GOSPEL READING 
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

January 7, 2018 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the 
east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, "Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at 
its rising and have come to do him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was greatly    
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the  
people,  He inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They said to him, "In Bethlehem 
of Judea, for thus it has been written through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to 
shepherd my people Israel." 
 
Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them the time of the star's              
appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search diligently for the child. When 
you have found him, bring me word, that I too may go and do him homage." After their         
audience with the king they set out. And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising          
preceded them,  until it came and stopped over the place where the child was. They were     
overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother. 
They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they departed for their country by another way. 
   
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/010718.cfm 

Family Connection 

The tradition of giving gifts at Christmas is thought by some to be rooted in the gift giving of 
the Magi. In many cultures, gifts are not exchanged at Christmas, but rather on the feast of the 
Epiphany. Whenever you exchange your Christmas gifts, take some time to reflect on this    
tradition of gift giving at Christmas. Think of the best gift you have received. What was it? 
What made it special? Was it the gift itself, the thought that went into it, or the person who 
gave it to you? 

Read today’s Gospel, Matthew 2:1-12. The gifts of the Magi—gold, frankincense, and myrrh—
have come to be understood as symbols of Christ’s royalty, divinity, and eventual suffering and 
death. They are special because in giving them, the Magi acknowledge who Jesus was to be: 
our Savior. We pray that we will acknowledge Jesus as Savior in all that we do and say.      
Conclude by singing together “We Three Kings.” 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-
connection 


